
To:  AWWA Government Affairs contacts 
From:  Tommy Holmes, Legislative Director 
Date: Nov. 22, 2013 
  
Action Requested: Contact your members of Congress and urge them to support HR3588, the 
Community Fire Safety Act 
  
Background: As you probably know, the deadline for compliance with the Reduction of Lead in Drinking 
Water Act is Jan. 4, 2014, less than two months away. AWWA and other water organizations continue to 
support the aims of this legislation in reducing human exposure to lead through plumbing and related 
fixtures. It was enacted on Jan. 4, 2011, and gave those entities covered by the law three years to 
comply.  
  
In late October, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency issued a “Frequently Asked Questions” 
document on the new lead law. One question concerned whether fire hydrants were covered in the 
Reduction of Lead in Drinking Water Act. EPA answered that hydrants are covered because hydrants are 
on occasion used as sources of drinking water. This was the first time the agency had said fire hydrants 
were covered. 
  
We have formally written EPA and certain members of Congress about this issue. We and other water 
organizations have asked EPA to revise the FAQ on this point. We have explained that the threat from 
lead in water comes from long-term exposure and that the few hydrants that are ever used as sources of 
water are used only as temporary sources. We believe agency staff feels the letter of the law forces 
them into their interpretation covering hydrants. 
  
We have also been engaged in extensive talks with congressional offices. Late Thursday afternoon, U.S. 
Rep. Bill Johnson, R-Ohio, and a member of the House Subcommittee on Energy and the Environment, 
and U.S. Rep. Paul Tonko, D-NY, Ranking Democrat on that subcommittee, introduced bipartisan H.R. 
3488, the Community Fire Safety Act of 2013. The bill has been kept very simple. Fire hydrants would be 
added to the list of exempted fixtures covered by the law, and EPA would direct the National Drinking 
Water Advisory Council to conduct a study of potential changes needed to the Lead and Copper Rule 
and to study sources of lead exposure throughout drinking water distribution systems, “including 
through components used to reroute drinking water during distribution system repairs.” We note that 
EPA is already in the process of asking the NDWAC to provide advice on the Lead and Copper Rule. 
  
There is also a fire safety issue here in that hydrants must be replaced due to damage or age in a timely 
fashion with compliant hydrants. While manufacturers are taking steps to ensure that compliant hydrant 
are available, there has been little time for testing of these hydrant modifications, which are not 
available for all hydrants brands and models. In today’s current fiscal climate there is also a financial 
factor to consider.  The inventory of hydrants municipalities and distributors have on hand now as well 
as the inventories of hydrant parts at manufacturing facilities. If we had had the three-year window for 
compliance envisioned  in the Reduction of Lead Act with hydrants, that would not be such a big 
problem. 
  
The bill must be kept this simple if it is to have any chance of passing in the short time left before the 
new law takes effect.  
  



Time is very, very short for getting this passed, so please call or e-mail your member of the House on this 
ASAP. If they are House members, they should cosponsor, then vote for H.R. 3588. If they are senators, 
they should support this legislation when it comes before the Senate. Many members are in their home 
districts or states for Thanksgiving week and the week after. Their town hall meetings would be good 
places to push this as well. I have attached a copy of the bill, plus a letter template for you to 
personalize and customize.  This is an issue which has raised a great deal of concern in the water 
sector,  we hope that a strong coordinated campaign will help Congress provide a reasonable and 
prudent clarification before the January 4 deadline. 
 
 
 
Tommy Holmes 
Legislative Director 
American Water Works Association 
1300 Eye St. NW 
Suite 701W 
Washington, DC  20005 
202 326-6128 
tholmes@awwa.org 
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